Enemy Aliens: World War I Internment of Ukrainians
Read the background information below. 
· In the 19th century the Ukrainian people did not have a nation of their own. They were divided between two powerful empires; in the west they were controlled by the Austro-Hungarian Empire, while the east was part of the Russian Empire. 

· Approximately 171,000 Ukrainian people came to Canada between 1892 and 1914. The term Ukrainian was not commonly used, and immigrants arriving in Canada carried either Austrian or Russian passports.   
· The War Measures Act was passed on August 22, 1914 in order to give the government emergency powers to censor and control all publications and communications, arrest, detain or deport anyone, and take, use or control any property for the security, defence, peace, order, and welfare of Canada. 
· On October 28, 1914 an Order in Council was passed requiring enemy aliens to register with authorities at different locations throughout Canada. 80,000 individuals, the majority Ukrainian, were required to report monthly to local police forces between October 1914 to February 24, 1920.
· In total 8,579 “enemy aliens” were sent to one of the 24 internment camps across Canada. 

· Only Ukrainians originally from the Austro-Hungarian Empire and not those from the Russian Empire were sent to the camps.  (Austria-Hungary was fighting Great Britain and Russia was an ally of Great Britain.)
On the following pages you will find documents and questions about the internment of Ukrainians during World War I. The questions after each document can be answered by reading the document carefully.  

Document 1: Attitudes towards Ukrainians 1899
An interview with Reverend Father Moris in the Calgary Daily Herald January 27, 1899: 

As for the Galicians [Ukrainians] I have not met a single person in the whole of the North West who is sympathetic towards them. They are, from the point of view of civilization, 10 times lower than the Indians. They have not the least idea of sanitation. In their personal habits and acts, [they] resemble animals, and even in the streets of Edmonton, when they come to market, men, women, and children, would if unchecked, turn the place into a common sewer. 

1. What was Father Moris’ view of Galicians?
a. Most people in the North West are prejudiced against them. 

b. They are uncivilized and unclean. 

c. They are superior to Indians. 

d. Further Galician immigration should be encouraged.

2. This source would be useful for a historian today, because it
a. describes the personal habits of Galician immigrants to Canada

b. compares how Galicians and Indians lived at this time. 

c. reveals the attitudes of some Canadians towards Galician immigrants to Canada.

d. helps to understand conditions on the streets of Edmonton. 

3. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: “Father Moris’ views were probably shared by many other people at the time.”? 

a. I agree with this statement because he was a church leader and his views were published in a major community newspaper. 

b. I agree with this statement because he had such extreme views.

c. I disagree with this statement because we should not believe everything newspapers say.

d. I disagree with this statement because Canadians were not so prejudiced towards new immigrants. 

 Document 2: American Report on the Internment of Enemy Aliens in Canada
Under the terms of the 1907 Hague Convention neutral governments were permitted to inspect the treatment of prisoners of war being held in enemy camps. American government representative G. Willrich reported on prisoners of war being held in a Canadian internment camp, 29 December 1916. 
The prisoners in Canadian Internment Camps came to the Dominion [of Canada] as peaceful emigrants and the great majority of them at least have been good, law abiding residents …. In other words, these men now held as prisoners …  are good, sturdy, inoffensive men, able and willing to work, most of them desirous of becoming [wanting to become] Canadian citizens. .... There is no doubt in my mind, that at the present moment, the great majority of the prisoners....could safely be returned to their homes and families, and that such return would be more profitable to Canada in the end.....
4. Mr. Willrich describes the Ukrainian prisoners as good, law abiding residents. In one sentence explain why Mr. Willrich describes Ukrainians so differently from Father Moris .   
5. How does this source contribute to your understanding of the internment camps? 
 Document 3: Signed Letter from Ukrainian Newspaper Editors
This letter, signed by six Ukrainian Canadian newspaper editors was published in the Manitoba Free Press (Winnipeg) 17 July 1916.
The Ukrainians...of Western Canada...have found themselves heavily handicapped since the outbreak of the war by the fact of their Austrian birth which has led...the Dominion [Canadian] Government, as well as Canadian employers of labor, to unjustly class them as Austrians, and therefore enemy aliens. …They are persecuted, by thousands they are interned, [and] they are dismissed from their employment.....And why? For only one reason, that they were so unhappy as to be born into the Austrian bondage...

6. 
What were the six Ukrainian newspaper editors trying to explain in this letter? 
a. Ukrainians are not loyal to Austria, even if they were born there.

b. Ukrainians should not be associated with Austria.

c. How Canada is treating Ukrainians unfairly.

d. All of the above.

7. 
Whom did the newspaper editors think was to blame for the situation they describe? 
a.
 the Canadian government and employers

b.
 Austria

c.
 Canadian newspapers

d.
 None of the above: it was just part of the climate of war. 

Document 4: Reasons for Internment

A speech by the Honourable C. J. Doherty, Canada’s Minister of Justice, House of Commons, April 22, 1918 
At the outset [beginning] of the war the Government had an option to expel the persons of enemy alien nationality….we took the position that these people....should not be allowed to leave this country. . . . Quite a number of them were interned....[more] under the inspiration of the sentiment of compassion...than because of hostility. At that time....thousands of these aliens were starving in some of our cities....we interned these people because we felt that, saying to them “You shall not leave the country” we were not entitled to say, “You shall starve within the country.” 
8. Did Doherty believe that the internment of Austrians was justified? 

YES    or     NO     (circle one)

Explain your answer in one sentence 
Document 5: Letter from Child to Interned Father

Katie Domytryk, 9, to H. Domytryk, internee #1100, arrested in Edmonton, March 1916, father of four.
My dear father: We havent nothing to eat and they [government authorities] do not want to give us no wood. My mother has to go four times to get something to eat. It is better with you, because we had everything to eat. This shack is no good, my mother is going down town every day and I have to go with her and I don’t go to school at winter. It is cold in that shack. We your small children kiss your hands my dear father. Goodby my dear father. Come home right away.
9. Which of the following describes how a historian investigating the internment could most likely use this source? 
a. To argue that the costs of internment were justified.

b. To provide evidence of the trickiness of the Ukrainians.

c. To give a clear description of the dysfunctional families of the Ukrainians.

d. To show the impact of internment on children.

10. Was the Canadian government justified in its policies towards Ukrainians during World War I?  Discussing the contrasting perspectives in the documents, explain why or why not (one paragraph). 

11. Does today’s Canadian government have an obligation to make amends for internment of the Ukrainian Canadians during WWI?  

Circle the sentence or sentences below that you believe answers the question.

a.
There is no obligation.

b.
There is an obligation and [circle one or more of the following]:

i. There should be a formal apology.

ii. The government should fund educational projects to remind all Canadians of this episode.

iii. There should be compensation to the descendants of internees for loss of wages, savings and possessions. 

Below, provide a one-paragraph argument for the sentences that you circled.
\
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